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When early man first began using the skins of animals, he probably just
used them as blankets or shawl-poncho type clothing. But as he began to find
more uses for leather and skins, he needed ways to hold the skins together. Simple
thongs were used at first, to tie pieces together. Later, holes with laces were utilized,
much as our shoe laces. Today lacing can be as simple as that same shoe lacing or
as intricate as a multi-thong applique done on leather just for show.

Like early man, we use most of the leather articles we create, so they must
be durable. But today, we also insist that our creations be appealing to the eye as
well. In this book | hope to show you a few types of lacing techniques which
are both practical and attractive.

There are a few things to remember when doing any type of lacing. Always
lace with the outside of the project facing you. This is the side which everyone
will see, so you want the lacing to be attractive on this side.

Your lacing should be smooth and even throughout the entire project. Pull
each stitch snug, not tight, and use the same tension on each stitch so they are all
even. The lacing or stitching can either make or break a project.

Lace usually has a front and a back side to it. Never twist the lace! Always
keep the front side of the lace out on the outside of the project. | have a little
trick | use for this when I’'m using a flat needle. | call it speed lacing and it can be
used for any lacing technique. After | push the needle through a hole or slit, | pull
through four or five inches of lace, without turning loose of the needle, and then |
stick the needle through the next hole or under the next stitch, whatever the next
step is. The flat needle will keep the lace from twisting while you pull it through
the last hole, and your hands are free. This saves time when you are working with
a long piece of lace. You don’t have to run the lace through your fingers before
every stitch to make sure it's not twisted or fumble with the needle while you're
pulling the lace through the hole.

There is a lacing technique suited to every purpose. In deciding which
technique to use, several things should be considered; such as the size of the
project and the stress which the seams of this project will receive. Generally the
smaller projects, coin purses, billfolds, checkbooks, clutches, etc., will need 3/32"
wide lace. Larger projects, handbags, holsters, bowling bags, attaches, need lace
which is 1/8" in width. Wider laces are usually used for buckstitching. Also the
more intricate, or the more times the lace crosses the seam, the stronger the seam
will be. But these rules of thumb are not cut in stone. | have seen some nice work
with 3/16" florentine lace, double loop laced through 1/8° slits; and buckstitching,
using 5/32" buckstitch lace and straight slits will hold even the heaviest leather
together, So when deciding which lace and lacing technique is best suited for your
project, just make sure it is strong enough for the job, then use your imagination
and the instructions in this book to guide you.
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PUNCHING LACING HOLES

Before you can begin lacing, you have to punch several ways to do this and many tools available to the

precisely spaced lacing holes or slits in the leather, There are

THONGING CHISELS

s

Thonging Chisels are so called because they look like
small chisels. They punch lacing slits instead of round holes.
These chisels come in single-prong, three-prong, four-prong,
six-prong and eight-prong punches and they punch slits
ranging in size from 1/16" to 5/32" in width, They also
come in angled chisels for slanted lacing slits. The 1/16"

Wing Dividers

To prepare for positioning lacing slits,
scribe 2 light guide line 1/8” from the
edges of the project ta be lsced, with
a pair of wing dividers,

—

leathercrafter or hobbyist.

A

U

chisels are used far punching saddle stitching slits, to be
sewn with thread. The 3/32" chisels are for 3/32" lace,
1/8" for 1/8" lace and 5/32" for buckstitch or florentine
lace. Of course, these rules are not hard and fast as stated in

the introduction.

=
Single-Prong
hisel

Begin by punching all corner slits with
a single-prong chisal, at right angles to
the corners. Hold the ehisal in position
an tha leather, stroight up and down,
and strike sharply with a wooden
mallet. Alwaoys punch on a ruhber
protecto hoard to prevent damage to
the chisals.

Wing Dividers

Prupare for positioning angled lacing
slits the same way you did for straight
shits, Scribe a light guide ling sround
edges, 1/8" in, with wing dividers,

Vartical
Guide
Line

Begin by punching all cormar slits. Set
the bottom of the singie-prong chisel
sfightly 1o the left of the cornar and
at approximately a 15" angle to the
vertical guide line. Punch comer slit.
Turn laather clockwise and repeat on
nexi corner, Continue in this manner,
always turning leather clockwise, and
puneh all four corners. Always punch
ona ruhherﬁurotu:tn board (o pravent
damage 1o chisals.

Afwr punching the corner slits, begin
next shits with @ muiti-prong chisal.
Space the first slit from thecorner the
same distance as batwean the prongs
of the chisel. If you are using a 1/8""
chisal, the first slit after the carner
ghould be 1/B8" from the corner slit,

First Prong
Enters Last
Slit

To properly slign succesding slits,
place firet prong in last slit punchad
and punch again, Continue punching
o mnext corner. When punching
through several layers of leathar, be
sure all edges are lined up and the
chise| is held straight, otherwise

might punch through the sdge of an
inside piece, such as a pocket. (Sce
next page.)

"~ Same Distance

Begin next slits with the multi-prong
anglad chisal. Space the first slit from
the corner the same distance ss bet-
waen the prongs of the chisel (always
measure botwesn the bottom of the
slitsl, I you nre using & 1/8" chisal,
the first slit should be 1/8" from the

corner alit,

First Prong
Entars Last Shit
Properly align succeeding slits, as with
straight slits. Place first prong in last
slit punched and punch again. Con-
tinug punching to next corner. Be sure
all edges are lined up and that the
punch is held straight, to avoid punch-
ing through the of an inside pisce

5 " i 6 6 i
E :
Faint Im.'pr 510

i

nd Pronge When going around slightly rounded When going around slightly rounded

Wauld Be areos, this tip may bo of help, Pince arvas, this tip may be of heip. Place

% TooClose To | third prong af multi-prong chisel over j third prong of multijprong chisel over

T Corner §lit last slit. Turn chisel slightly so the Use Single-Prong Chisel lzst slit. Turn chisa slingn'ly s0 the

last prong is on the guide ling and tip To Adjust Spacing last prong is on the guide line and tip

If slits do not come out evenly | the chisel so the last prong makesa the chisel so the last prong makes s

spaced &t the naxt corner, adjust

the spacing stightly by using the

L single-prong  chissl as shown
Oye

faint impression and repaat the pro-
cass until again on & straight area.
Then punch thy impressions with a

Mnalraruni chisal,

1f slitz do not comeo out svenly spaced
at the next corner, adjust the spacing
slightly by using the single-prong
chisel as shown above.

such as a pocket. (See naxt page.

faint impression and repeat the pro-
cess until ogain on a straight area.
Then punch the impresions with a
single-prong :hﬂt.




THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE THE
SAME FOR BOTH STRAIGHT AND
ANGLED CHISELS

CARVING LEATHER

‘_\ ,_,—P
k LINING
INSIDE POCKETS

THIS VIEW
SHOWS TOP
AND EDGE
OF THE
PROJECT

THIS VIEW
SHOWS EDGE
AND BOTTOM
OF THE
PROJECT

POCKET EDGE CAN BE T_RMMEE " INSIDE POCKETS

TO EXPOSE SLIT IN LINING AN

CARVING LEATHER
Sometimes it ks praferable to punch laeing slits in the back of a project before
assembling the inside parts, The purpose of punching laeing siits in the carved  of the slit. Punch up to this slit in Step 1. Pull out the punch and move ovar,
back tulvrnh clm&n]inghlh;up?c:?ignkplu! l‘i':.hn:i insure afupag:pu:cs.r:i‘aqd skipping this slit @ in Step 2. Then carefully trim off the corner edge of the
sasiar punching through 1 ota) thickness. BN eementing the pockels In - aanicer as shown. Example B: Hero, the ndge of the pocket sufficiantly covers
place (after the back has been gum:hﬂdl often thy edge of the pockets willbe 0 foe o o us single.prang chisal can ba used at an angla to pravent cutting

Example A: This shows the edge of the pocker caming dirsctly in the centar

in the center of & slit. . .and when punched, the prong would cut through the
adgn of the pocket, This is undesireable. Adjustments have to be made to
pravent this. Swudy the suggestions presanted abave,

LACING NIPPERS e

A pair of Lacing Nippers is a handy tool for punching
those areas which won't lay flat against a table, like handbag
gussets. You can’t reach these places easily with a chisel.
Lacing Nippers punch a 1/8" slit.

the edge, Should the edgo be eut, simply trim off the corner edge s shown
in example A,

When making handbags or cases or
really any project, the slits are usually
punched before installing the gussets.
After the gussets have been cemanied
in place, use the nippers to punch the
slits in the gussets. Place the top
“taoth™ in the pre-punchaed slit and
the bottom tooth on the gusser and
sgueeze the handles. (It is a good idea
to scribe & light guide line around the

1o be sure the slits come out
straight,

USE NIPPERS WITH OVERSTITCH
WHEELS {Pagn 6) FOR EITHER
STRAIGHT OR ANGLED SLITS,

MNIPPERS CAN ALSD BE USED
WITH THE ANGLED CHISELS. ..

4-IN-1 ROUND HOLE PUNCH

This punch is used in the same way as the multi-prong punches except it
punches 1/16'° round holes instead of slits. It punches the holes more accurately
and rapidly than could be accomplished with the mini-punches. The punching
tubes are replaceable. Always remember to use a protecto board under your
leather to protect your tools.

REPLACING TUBES

it i th
Scribe a guide line wi Remove tubes with pliers; grasp the

:"ﬁ:;’;uf""f.‘;‘:rm n::r;‘;:: g ﬂ shoulder of the tuba with pliers and
sacing by aleing the U (F (B (M liv o usea Fomimpuncuto B S SOl B B e o
ﬁno{da ':S::hu'dn the Het il T mg%‘%AEHgTUS%EEFH% & piece of leather or protecta board
2 AN A ; g
AT CORNERS. and hitting punch with a mallet, /




OVERSTITCH WHEELS &

These tools are used to mark spacing for holes when
you are not using multi-prong punches or are using an awl  Scribe = light guide line with wing
to punch holes, as in saddle stitching. They are available in  guide trst Hold the wheei in pos: /
several sizes. The numbers indicating size tell you how many  ward pressure 1o make distinot
stitches per inch each wheel marks. For instance, a number ;';'.',T,’,!";’.,,,‘,‘:'"n';""' e “"1"'""’/
5 wheel will mark 5 stitches to the inch, a number 6 will
mark 6 holes to the inch, etc.

TURN TO SADDLE STITCHING INSTRUCTIONS
FOR FURTHER USES OF OVERSTITCH WHEELS

5 Stitches Per Inch

MINI PUNCH
/___,,)—4‘——“-~x._ = The Mini Punch is an all-purpose hole punch with
lr.'_—\] . e interchangeable tubes from zero to five. For lacing holes
X i the number zero or number one is generally used unless
! using latigo or buckstitch lace. It comes in a set with one
wr’|__—="7 | handle and 6 tubes. Extra handles are available. Be sure

you protect the tips with a protecto board or piece of
. leather.

—— =i N
'\\__y Use the mini punch with the 4-IN-1 Punch to go
_ TUBE SIZES

around curves or to adjust spacing or use to punch
all holes after marking positions with an Overstitch
e ® ® ©® . .- Wheel, It can also be used in conjunction with the
Rotary Punches as can rench many places s
Size 0 Size 1 Size 2 Size 3 Size 4 Size 5

it
Rotary Punch can't. Place the punch in pesition
6/64" 3/32" 7/6A" 1/8" B/3 11784 on leather and strike with

Y

B Stitches Per Inch 7 Btitches Per Inch

Remove tubes with a pair of
pliers. Grip the tube with the
pliges and turn counter-clock-
wise. Reploce the ke by turn
ing it clockwisa,

ROTARY PUNCH

A Rotary Punch is a pliet-like tool, with a punch on Gt il a, e ith ey v Rotate ks vt

the end. You squeeze the handles to punch the hole. The rm;‘ anvil under the }mh"n’ﬁs squesze the hgnhdlos. i
4 g ar bit tough it wi l LR

:faa: \?u‘h:a’;? pvlzu'ri‘tirh : I:f.:?;? li:'li.f:er\.«rhm |:;;n30?‘u;;Lkemt2:;:?1};?: th gt ar et ;:wnrqh:;u theBaria, " Y1 12

sizes.

Remove tubes from punch
with a pair of plisrs just as

""""-\ you removed the mini punch
() wmm) =
/ \:)
TUBE SIZES
< °c 000080

Sizn 1 Size 2 Size 3 Size 4 Size b Size 6
L E..:_—g"‘x. 332" 764" 1/B" B/32' 11/64"" 3/16'

-~ NOTE: The 6:IN-1 Rotary Punch
——. -~ lubes ars intorchangeable with Mini

f‘“'-—-j-— = Punch tubes.
e f Not sl rotary punches have inter-
’ Py changeable tubes,



THREADING THE NEEDLES

Just as in sewing, a needle is advantageous when
lacing, When you start lacing, the lace is usually stiff enough
to go through the holes without a needle, but after going
through a holes it soon becomes too soft and pliant to

push through. It's like trying to push a piece of thread
through cloth without a needle. Below we will show you
how to thread three diffirent kinds of lacing needles.

TWO PRONG NEEDLE

This is a flat lacing needle recommended for 3/32"
and 1/8" flat laces. The Two-Prong Needle is the most

Skive the end of the {lesh side
of the |laca.

Paint the skived end as shown,

widely used lacing needle. It is inexpensive and can usually
be used for several lacing jobs before it is discarded.

2]

Spring the threading end of the
noedio opaen.

Smooth side af |hes.

insart the pointed end of the |ace
into the needle, smooth side up as
showmn,

Closs tha needle on the lace and squeezs gantly with a pair of pliers
10 the pmnmmu the lace and lock in place. To ramove the lace,
spring the neadls opan as shown in Step 2.

HOOK AND EYE NEEDLE

This is also a flat lacing needle. It is recommended for
3/32" flat lace, The lace passes through a hole or eye in the
end of the needle before it is gripped by the prongs and

Prepare the isce as in tha instructions
above, Pasc the |ace thruuz! the eye of
the neadle; spring the neadle open and
insart the and of the lace

hooks, This helps to insure the lace will not slip out of the
needle when you pull it through the leather. This needle is
also considered to be disposable.

Close the nesdle on the
lace and squesze the needie
with a pair of plisrs so that

the prangs pierce the lace,
Remove the lace by spring-
ing the prongs open =nd
pulling the lace ol the
prongs.

[LIFE EYE NEEDLES

These are solid brass round needles, much preferred
y professional craftsmen, Unlike the two previous needles,

he Life Eye Needles can be used again and again, as their
ames imply. The small size is recommended for 3/32"

Cut the Ipcing to a sharp
point as shown hare, but
do not skive I

Mow

moved with a pin,

clockwise,

in the opan end of the needls and twist
clockwise sevaral times until the
is firmly sacured,

Should needle fail to thread properly, there is probably material lodged in tha eye. This can ba o

If lacing sccidently breaks even with the oye of this needle. unscrew stub with a pair of small twe-
ezars, I this is unsuccessful, take a pin and run it into the stub of lace (at angls) and unserew counter

and 1/8" laces while the large size, called the Latigo Life
Eye, is used for larger laces such as 3/16" florentine, 5/32"
buckstitch and even latigo laces.

To remove the laco from tha neodio aye,
twist the lace counter clockwise,

insart the pointed end of the lace

lace




SPLICING

When you lace a project it is generally recom- the project. Well, unless your project is very small and you
mended that you use no more than 2 yards of lace at a are doing a very simple stitch, 2 yards of lace will not go
time. This is because pulling the lace through all those completely around it. You will have to splice in a new length
holes wears the lace and may weaken it. It also frays the of lace, maybe even several times.
edges so that the lace doesn't look good toward the end of

CEMENT SPLICING

This method is commonly used by leathercrafters and

manufacturers of lace as well. Often on a spool of lace a
piece will be spliced in to fill the spool. Fop e ia:-Labe
Skive the and of the old Iace an the tap side. Skive the and of

the new lace an the bottom side. Carefully apply crafisman
cement to tha skived ends.

Allow cement to dry until tacky. Adhere skived ands together.
Continue laeing around your project with new lace,

DRY SPLICING

This type splicing can be used on any type lacing as  illustrations are on double loop lacing, but it is done the
long as you have more than one layer of leather. It is easy same way regardless of the type lacing being done,
and doesn’t take as much time as cement splicing. The

] f
./ TUCK END |

BETWEEN |
LEATHERS,

NEEDLE
S
POINT

SPREAD LEATHERS

2
-
= | Insert newly threaded needle down ==

y Lace with the old lace up ta the new
Approximately 5 to 6 of lacing is | Petwesn laathars, 3 or 4 slits h“: Tuck @nd of lace betwesn lesthers | loce. Go through siit in front side
requirsd to make the splice. Follow | '0¢ing: pull out back side, leave %

and continue lacing your project with | only, and come up berwsen the
instructions ot right and helow. of end batween the leathers. the old lace. laathers,
i] 7 TUEK END 8

BETWEEN

LEATHERS
A l

LACING LOCKS

LACING LOCKS END OF
OLD LAGE '\,

END OF
NEW LACE

™ e AL Mow begin lscing the rest of your T
Frnjq-:t with the new length of lace, | Tuck the end of the old lace betwesn =
Pull the old lace up tight, cut off the ush needlie under the bight as before | the leathars and lace over it with the
end at an angle, allowing about 3/4" | or go to the next stiteh if you are not | new lace so that it is caught and | Continue lecing and lace over ends,
ta remain, double loop lacing. won't show.

as instructed, to lock them in place.

SPLICING ON A SINGLE THICKNESS

Generally when lacing on a single thickness of leather, '
it is recommended that you put enough lace in your needle
to complete the area without splicing. Sometimes this is
just not possible. On thin leathers, cement splicing must be
used, however on thicker leathers, dry splicing can be done.

Usge a sharp Knife and very, very carefully shit the edge
of the leather down to Lm the lacing holes and
covering about three holes, Use dry splicing technigue
ns shown abowve.




of lacing,

LACING TECHNIQUES

Lacing puts the finishing touch to handmade leather
articles. How you lace, your technique and proficiency,
has a great deal of importance in the overall appearance of
the finished product. With the following instructions, plus a
little practice, you will soon be doing a professional job

THE WHIPSTITCH

There are two rules to remember when lacing, no
matter what technique you are using. 1.) You should load
no more than 2 yards of lace in your lacing needle at a time
as lace can fray and wear from being pulled through the
holes. 2.) When lacing, always lace with the front or out-
side of the project facing you!

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Small projects with little stress
on seams or as decorative edging.

Use 3/32" holes and 3/32" lace.

The Whip Stitch uses 3% times
the length of lace to the length
of your project, For example; if
your project measures 2
around the laced part, you will
need 3% times that amount of
lace, or 7 f1. of lace.

1]

LACING NEW

_PIERCE END
OF LACE
Thread the needle and then plerce

the opposite end of tha lscs with a
sharp knife leaving a slit of 1/8",

Bring the neadis aver the edge of the
leather to the front of the project and
through next hole over from beginning
hole, then thread it through the slit
in the end of the lace and through
tho oppaosite hole, as shown.

Begin lacing in hetwean the two layers
of |eather. Leave shout 1/4” st the
and whera you slit the |ace.

4

BEGINNING
STITCH

Pull stitch up tight, Continue lacing
n 2 spiral, tightening the |lace as you
go.

S BEGINNING
STITCH

Lace around the project leaving a
loose loop in the naxt to the last hole,
There will be one unlaced hole
between your very first and your lagt
stiteh, a& shown,

Sproad the two leather layers and lnce
through the last hole, up between the

leathers and through the 1st loose

Pull the f loop tight, over the end
loop as shown. a i iy

of the lace, as shown,

Pull the end of the lace tight 1o take
slack out of the last loop. Cut off the
end of the lace with a sharp knife and
tap &l lecing flat with a smoaoth-
faced mallet.

In & case whem you dan't lace com-
Elneiv around 2 project, you will

in lacing a bit differantiy. ¥ou will
still begin betwsen the |sathars, but
yau will bagin in the first hola and
also take the next stitch in the first
hale {twice through the first hole in
tha back leather only).

1

BEGINNING
=

PULL DOWN
TIGHT

g
FLESH SIDE

Whan Whip Stitching on a singla
thickness of lsather, be surs to catwch
tha beginning tail of lace under the
naxt few stiteches on the back of tha
leather. End by running the neadle
back wnder the list few stitches on
the back of the leather,

Whan tying off. go through last hole
in front twice, only the seeond time
bring thea lace up betwoen the leathers

and back 8 few stitchas,

THE RUNNING STITCH

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Small projects with little stress
on seams.

Use 3/32" holes and 3/32° lace.

The Running Stitch uses 1%
times the length of lace to the
length of your project. For
example; if your project measures
2 ft. around the laced part, you
will need 1% times that amount
of lace, or 3 f1. of lace.

Beagin lacing just es you did for tha
Whip Stitch,

Pull stitch up tight to lock tha
laca. Push needle through next
hole, being careful not to twist
the lace.

Push noadle through the next hols
frem the back, through the slit and
out through the opposite hole in
frant, as shown,

Continued on page 10.



THE RUNNING STITCH— continued from page 9.

BEGINNING
ETITCH

Pull this stiteh up tight and continue
Imcing in and out the holes. pulling
the stitches tight as you go.

STITCH

Lace to the last hole and leave o
loose loop in the second to the fast
hole.

LOOSE LOOP

</ " STITCH

Push needle through last hole, Spraad
the leathers; push needls back through
naxt to the last hole, bringing naedle
up between the leatheys.

Pull the loose loop tight and continue
pulling all the slack out of the lace.

8

cuT
OFF

Pull all stitching up tight and pull the
ond of the |ace tight. Cut off the end
of the |ace close to the |eather and tap
#ll lacing fiat with a smooth mallet.

ST

Whan you don't lace all tha way
around aproject, hegin lacing hetween
thi leathers, in second hole in back
only. Come through first hole in the
back, through sglit in the lace, and
through first hole in front, Then lace
through the second hole [second time
through back hola) and continue
lacing as usual,

10

e e &) &

When tying aff, go through next to

hale in back only and bring the
lace up between the leathers and back
a few stitches,

"

BEGINNING

oy

FLESH SIDE

FLESH SIDE
::huln uﬂn the Running Stitch on a
ngle thickness, begin lacing from
bacik -side in first hole, . k
through second hole and through
slit in end of lace, End by running
laca under last stitch an bach,

THE BUCKSTITCH — Angled Slits

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Small prajects with little strass on
seams or as decorative edging.

Use 3/32", 1/8" or 532" angled
slits with same width lace.
Remember for Buckstitching you
musthave an even number of slits.

Buckstitch with angled slits uses
approximately 2% times the
length of lace to length of project.
For example; if your project
measures 2 ft. around laced part,
you will need 5 ft. of lace.

Begin lacing just as you did for the
Running Stitch.

i1
[ \)

—
Push needle through the next slit from
tha back, through the slit in tho end
of the lace and out through the
oppasite slit in front, as shown,

Pull stitch up tight to lock the laca.
Push needle through next slit, from
front, being careful not to twist the
e,

BEGINNING
STITCH

Pull this stitch up tight and continue
lacing in and out of the slits, pulling
stitches tight & you g,

5]
LOOSE BEGINNING
LDOP STITCH

Loce to the last slit and leave a loose
loop in the second to the last slit.

l
Push neadle through last slit. Spread
the leathars; push needle back through
next to the last slit, bringing needle
up between the laathaers.

@BEGINNENE
= S5TITCH

Pull the loose loop tight and continue
pulling all the slack out of tha laca,

Pull all stitches up tight and pull
tha end of the lage tight. Cut off
the end of the lace close te the
leather and tap all lacing flat with
asmoath mallet

. ;
When not lacing all the way around a
frujuct, begin Iatlng baetween leathers
n second slit in back piece. Then
come up through first slit in bael,
through slit in laee and through first
slit in frant. Thenlace through second
slit (second time through secand slit)
and continue lacing as usual,

When tying off, go through next (o
last slit In back only and bring the
lace up between the leathers and
back a fow stitches,

11 BEGINNING

ENDING ESH SIDE |
Wi op—— o —
, TR - KD Pl L
FLESH SIDE

When using the Buchstiich on » single
thickness, begin lacing from bick sida
in first slit, then back through second
slit in end of lace, End by running lace
under last stitch on back.




THE BUCKSTITCH — Straight Slits

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Small projects with little stress on
geams or as decorative edging.

Use 3/32", 1/8” or 5/32" slits
with same width lace. Remember
for Buckstitching you must have
an even number of slits.

Buckstitch with straight slits uses
approximately 2 times the length
of project. For example; if your
project measures 2 ft. around
laced part, you will need 4 ft.
of lace.

Begin lace as shown ashowve. Mote

correct sides of laco,

Pull tirst loop tight and loce back
thraugh first slits of both leathers.

Pull first stitch tight, Turn needla and
o back through next slit as shown.

Continua laging. Pull stitches tight as
you go.

Think of this stitch as a spiral. This
keaps the grain side of tha |ace out
on both sides of the project.

Lace to beginmng stitch and leave a
loop in next to |mt stitch. Lace
through last slit. Lace back one slit
{on back only) and push needle up
between leathers.

Pull the loose loop tight and continue
pulling all the slack out of the lace.

7

Pull gll stitches tight. Cut off ends.

TIE stitches flat with a mallet.

When not lacing all the way around a
project, begin lacing batween leathars
in second slit in the back. Then come
up through first slit in back, through
slit in end of Isca and through first
slit im front, Then lace through sscond
slit (gacond time through second slit)
and cantinis lasing as usual.

Whan tying off, go through next to

lagt slit in I:au‘: only and bring the
lace up between tha laathers and back
o fevw stitches.

BEGINNING

_
> <> <>

ENDING

10

FLESH SIDE

When using the Buckstitch on a single
thicknass, begin lacing from back side
in first shit, then back throuoh second
slit in and of lace, End by running lace
under |est stitch on back,

SINGLE LOOP LACING

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Lightweight leathers or single
thickness projects where little
lace is required to cover the
“raw’ edge.

Use 3/32" slits with 3/32" lace.

Single Loop Lacinguses 6% times
more lace than the length of the
project. For example; if your
project measures 2 ft. around
laced part, you will need 13 fr.
of lace,

-

Begin ot top of project, push lace
d‘mﬂh front side. Leave about %
of end.

Fold and up and loo
shown., Hald with
stitch fs tightened,

: lacs around as
ingers until 1st

Bae sure

Lace through 2nd slit.
smooth side of lace faces you, as
shown in drawings. Pull up snugly.

Push needle under |ace as shown, . .
with the flesh side up, Do not twist
lace, Pull up snuigly

These first 2 stitches should not be
tight, but smug as they must ba
adjusted when cowlﬂsln¥- steps 8-16,
Cantinue lacing in this fashion until
you reach carner haola,

THREE
CORNER HOLES
TWICE EACH

Continue lacing as before. When you
raach a corner, lace through the thres
carnar holes twice sach, as shown,

Doan't forget to go under the loop
each time on the corndrs. Lace to
the baginning.

Continuad on page 12.



STYLUS END
OF MODELER

Lace through last slit and under loop
Insert stylus end of modeling tool
undar end of lace,

Pull end of lace cut of loop with end
of modelsr as shown, Maintain tha
loosa loop,

Insert stylus between the leathers and
hook over the end of the lace as shown
above,

i

MAINTAIN
LOOP

Carefully pull up stylus and gradually
ull and of lace sut of the hole; up
otwann the leathers.

2

THROUGH
f ; LooP
i P
.ﬁE/

Push needis down through the loosa
loop, carefully, as shown.

13

=]

1S

Push needle through slit.. up be-
wwean tha leathers. Ba sure lacing
does not twist.

b

14

= e

s /)

i _ Q.\;I‘D IU

Adjust the stitches by pushing and
working the lacing together with
fingars as shown,

Pull lacing up snug and adjust so that
ali of the stitches appear even,

16

Carefully cut off ends from the flesh
wde, as shown, Tap lacing Tlat with
mallet or roll under a woaden dowsl.

DOUBLE LOOP

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Medium size projects such as
hilifolds, purses, clutches, ete.

Use 3/32” or 1/8" lace with
corraspondingly sized slits.

Double Loop Lacing uses 7-8
times more lace than the
length of the project. For
example: if your project mea-
sures 2 ft. around laced part,

17

\
Whean you are not lacing complataly
around @ project you will begin as
in Step 8 of the Whipstitch on page
9. Then come under first stitch as
shown and continue lacing.

LACING

VWhan ending, go through last slit,
under loop and then go through last
slit in front only and come out
between the leathers and back a
few stitches.

. “'
4
Beginning on front side of project,
pull the noedie and lace through the

BIGHT (CROSS)

Pull the stireh tight: lacing over the

—

19

BEGINNING
k- -
'

ENDING

FLESH SIDE

When Single Loop Lacing on a single
thickness of leathar, be surs to catch
the beginning tail of lace undor tha
first fow stitches on the beck of the
leather, End by running the neodls
back under the last few stitches on
the back of the leather.

/' HOLD END OF
/' LACE DOWN
WITH FINGER

Push the noedla under the cross or

HOEDI NG DOWN

Full the stiteh under the bight
snug but not tight. Lace through
the next slit.

Follow the same procedures as in
steps 1 and 2 making a cross or bight.
Once again go under the bight and
pull the stitch snug.

i 1st shit, Leave about ¥'' of the lacing | snd you left free. This forms a | bight. Hold the end of the lace down
you will need 14-16 ft. of lace. | ° &, go on to the next slit. | crossor "hight”. oi the oppasite side,
END OF
CONTINUE 6 7

LACE CAN
BE RELEASED

Lace through the next hole, Thae
and of the lace can now ke released
as it is now |ocked in place.

LACE
THROUGH |
THREE

CORNER HOLES |
TWICE EACH

Whan lacing a comer, siiich through
the three carnar holes wice sach,



Be sure to go through bight on all
l cornor stitches,

with & new
splicing instructions on pags 8.)

Lace until only 5 or 6" of lacing
remains. You will now have 1o splica
length of (ace. (Sea

Continue lacing to starting point. Use
modaling stylus to pull end of loce
froe of stitches,

From back side pull the ond of lace
out of the alit.

From front side, pull end of lace out
of the loop.

MAINTAIN
LOOP

Push stylus down barween the leathers
and hook it over the end of the lace.

Pull end of lace our of slit and up
between leathers. Two empty slits
should appear on the front side; one
an the back .

o end of the lace you have
pulled out and tuck the end ol the

Insce between the |sathers. Lace

through the next slit.

186

TUCK END
BETWEEMN
LEATHERS

Pull stitch tight and lace up through
loop frem the beck side. All slits on
the back side should be filled,

Lice under the bight, . .do not pull

this stiteh tight.

Carefully cross over as shown. . .and
push needle down through the loop.

Pull needie through. Push laced &
together to ndjust starting loops for
assinr complation.

Pull any slack out of the first loop
and adjust lacing with Tingars to make
all your stitches appear equal,

Pull the end of the lacing down tight.
Make sure oll stitches appear even
and equally spaced.

Push needlz through the last slit as
shown. Bring it up hatween the

leathers and out between the lacing.

Carefully eur off the end of this
lacing. Tap lacing Mat with a mallet
or roll fiat with a woodean dowel,

When you ara not lecing complataly
around a project, you will begin
lacing as in Step 1 through 3. In Step
4, instend of holding the snd down
on the back, lay it along the edge of
the leather mnd just lace over it

When ending, go through last sht,
undar bight and then go through the
last slit again, through front only.
Come out betwesn the leathers and
back a few stitches. Trim off.

26]

BEGINNING

FLESH SIDE

When Double Loop Lacing on a
single thickness of leather, you can
hegin |ust as you did in Step 24.

27]

ENDING

| FLESH SIDE

When ending, run the needle
back under the last few stiiches
an tha back of the leather.




TRIPLE LOOP LACING

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Heavier projects such as purses,
briefcases and holsters, because
it will cover thicker edges.

Triple Loop Lacing uses approx-
imately 9 times more lace than

the length of the project. For Bi wilh Gthae typss of stitches,

example: If your project mea-

sures two feet around laced part, should be facing you. Begin as

the front side of tha project

Pull stitech snug over end. Lace

Pull stitch snug; lace under bight
{cross) same as with double loop

you will need 18 feet of lace. :";"‘"" Lace through naxt hole through first hola to right. atiteh
et A
4 5 7
ONE STRAND
J OMNE STRAND

A 0
= “STRANDS
Lace under bight. However, lace
goas under TWO strands on front;
undar ONE strand on back side.

Pull snug; lace through next hole.

~STRAND!
Lace under bight; under TWO
strands on front, ONE strand on
back

ONE
STRAND

STRANDS

Continue  lacing; under TWO
strands on front, ONE at back.

First three stitches
should not be
pulied tight

strand appears only at beginning.
Continue |ecing. First 3 stitches
pulled up snug—hut nat tight. Pull
all roemaining stitches tight.

[10] ] 11 =
V4

Lace thru
corner holes
three times. ;

Be sure 1o go under two strands st

front; one at back with aach stitch

at cornars,

Splice often as required. Splice
same as for douhle loop, Continue
lacing 1o starting point.

Begin removing end of loce as
shown,

15

Pull end aut af hale from
back side.

17]

LOOSEN
LEATHERS }

Use stylus to loosen and spread
lmathars; breaking cemeant
adhsion.

MAINTAIN TWO LOOPS

Pull end up BETWEEN leather,
BE SURE to maintain the mwo

TUCK END OF
LACE BETWEEN
LEATHERS

TWO OPEN HOLES

Trim some and; tuck bemwesn
teathers, Lace to 2 open holes on

loops.

front; aone open hole on back.




Lace under bight and down

through 1st loap.

18T LOOP

Lace through next hole; filling
opan hole at back.

2ZND LOOP

Lace under hight; under ONE

strand only at front.

Carefully push needle down

thraugh BOTH loops.

adjust,

Go back to step 23 and begin
pulling slack out of lace.

Continue  pulling
tightaning stitchas,

shachk

Pull siack down through both loops.
Laeing should ba ndjusted 1o give an
aven appearance.

RECOMMENDED USAGE

Saddle stitching Is the best method
for sewing two or more piecas of
lsather togather,

Use a Stitching awl to punch holes
You will also need two harness
needies, sutching groover, over-
stitch tool, wunwiaxed linen thread
and beaeswax or prewased thread.

S

Carefully cut off and. Tap lacing
around project and rub or roll for
EVENESs.

Usa the stitching groover and gouge
4 channel sreund the edges of the
leathar, Couge the leather on both
sides, Meep tool tight against leather

Gl
Moisten the gouged channels lightly
with a damp sponge, and run the aver-
stitch tool all sround tha channeal on
the front side only. This marks

Stab first hola with awl as shown

Push one needie through hole and pull
until equal amount of throad is on
aach side of leather,

‘_/.-F—”_‘l“‘-'-.

Punch second hole with awl. Hold
needles as shown sbove,

NEEDLEB

Push needle "A'" through second
hole from back side as shown. Al
ways push back side needle through
hole first.

e ——=%%= ____|edges to insure a uniform gouge | position of awl holes to insure even et sobe e eb
== =] ab . proper angle
alang the edge. stitehes. with the awl blads.
NEEDLE A MEEOLE A
i] \ MEEDLEB | 6 NEEDLE A 7 NEEDLE B ==

Push needie “8* through second hole
from frant of leather. Be caraful not

1o perce  “A" with

nesdle B,



NEEDLE B

Whean putting neadle “B" through
alwoys put it on the same side of
thread “A", This will insura uniform
asppaaring stitches.

Pull both threads until all slack is
taken up.

Ta tighten the stitch grip threads as
shown and pull into gouged channel,
Use equal tension with both hands,
Cantinue stitching around project to
starting hole.

=7

Starting Hole

Backatiich
Holes

To complate stitching backstiteh two
holes from starting hole. Pull threads
tight with each stitch,

Cut threads off in stitehing channel
on both sides with a sharp knifa,

If you are sewing and use up a full
length of thread and have not reached
the starting hole, pull last stitch tight
and tie thresds together on top sdge
of leather as shown,

Cut needles off threads . Put neadies
on 3 new length of throad. Insert awi
ang hole back from last stitch and
start new thresd in this hola as ax-
plained in step 4. Continue stitch-
ing around project to starting hole,

15

Complete stitching as explained in
step 11, than cut off both sats of
threads s explained in step 12.

Lay project on work surface and tap
over all stitching with a mallet.
Be carsful not 1o mar leather,

ROUND BRAID OR MEXICAN BA

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Usge this stitch on any adge whare a
round brafded effect s desired,

Uss 1/8" or 3/16" lace with cor-
respondingly sized slits or holes,

Hound brald uses 9 times more lace
than the length of the project. For
example: if your project measures 2 ft,
around Iaced part, you will need 18 ft.
of lace.

Aun owarstitch wheal owver all of the
stitehes this actually helps the ap-
peorance of any slightly irregular
stitches,

Round the edges of the leather on
boath sides with & bevel-eze edge
bavaler.

Moisten the sdges of the leather and
hurnish with a circle edge alick

SKETWEAVE

X

Push needle and lace down hetwean
leathers then out the back through
third slit. Leave %" of |acing end
tucked down between leathers. Bring
lace over 1o front of leather and push
lace through first slit, Bring lace back
ovar to front side of leather and
lace through fourth slit,

Bring lace over to front of |eather then
lace through second slit.

Push lace up under nearest strand and
over next strand. Bring lace to front
of lsathar then lace through fifth siit,

Bring lace 1o front of leather over
tirst strand and down under next
strand as shown, then push |ace
through third slit.

Push lace up under nearest strand and
over next strand ag jin step 3, then
face through next open slit in line.

Bring lace to front of loathar, Go
ovar the first strand and under
the second strand, then lace through
the fourth slit for the second time,
continue |acing going under and over
and forward thres, then over and un-
der and back two. Each slit should
be laced through twice.

Lace around project until you raach
first or starting slit Lace through
first slit again then bring lace ta
tront of leather and over first strand
and under second strand as shown.
Lace through next to last slit again.
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Lace up under first strand and over
next strand, thean bring lace to front
of leather. Push lace through second
siit.

last slit,

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Medium size projects such as bill-
folds, purses, clutches, ate.

Usa 3/32"" or 1/8" lace with cor-
respondingly sized shits.

Two color double loop lace takes
spproximately 4° of one color lsce
and 4' of another color lace for
each foor of project length loced.
For example; if your project measures
2 fr. around lacad part, you will nead
two Bft. lengths of different colered
lace,

Bring lace over to tront of leather
going undar strand then through tha

Harand
Top 491 B

Lace up under nearest strand. Go
over next strand then down under
strand on top as shown. Lace through
third slit, pushing the lace up between
the leathers and out stitching on top.

Trim off excess lace as close as pos
sible. Note: When lacing around cor
ners |ace through the corpmar siit
four timas and through the siits on
aither side throg times each.

through the first slit

Boeginning on front side of projeer |
pull the neadie and light color lace
Leave about
%" of the lacing end, in the slit, skip
one slit and lace through next siit
from front. Pull the stitch snug

Pull the neadle with dark color lace
through second slit leaving %" of the
lacing and in the slit. Push this nesdis
undar the first lace where it crosses
over tha edge of the lsather.

Pull this stitch snug but not tight.
Lace through next open shit. This
will farm a cross or “hight™.

Push the needle with light lace under
the cross or bight Tormad by the dark
flaca in staps 2 and 3.

open slit.

Pull the stitch under the bight snug
but pot tight. Lace through the next |bight formed by the light lace then on

Follow tha sama procedures as in staps
4 and & with dark lace going undar the

through the next slit n line .

When lacing & corner, stitch through
the three corner slits twice remumber.
ing to alternate botwean the twol
colors of lace.

Ba sura to go through bight an all
cornar stitches,

Lace until anly 5 or 67 of lacing
remains. You will now have to splice
with two new langths of laca. (Splicing
imstructions shown on page 8 are
basically the same for 2 color double
loop lacing except that two lengths
of lace must be added in, side by side,
instead of one.

Continue lacing to starting point. Lisa
modoling ool from backside to pull
light lace out of the slit,

From front side, Pull light lace out
af loep formed by dark lace,

Push stylus down betwesn the leathers
and hook it over the ends of both
laces.

14

Pull ends of laces out of slits and
up between leathers. Three empty slits
should appear on the front side; one
an the back.

Cut off ends of laces you have pull-
ed out and tuck ands of laces between
the leathers. Lace light lace through
next slit in lins,

Lace dark lesce wunder
formaed by light lace.

the bight




Lace dark lsee through next shit in
line. Go through hole in front [eather
only than bring lace up between
Inathars,

Cut off the and of the lece you have
pulled out and tuck down between
lsathers., Pull light lsce tight then
lace up through loop, formed by dark
lace, from the back side,

Lace under hight formed by dark
lace. Da not pull this stitch tight.

Caralully cross light lace over as shown
and push needle down through loop
formad by dark lnce.

Pull neadla through. Push laced areas
together to adjust starting loop for
gasier completion

Pull any slack out of the first loop and
adjust lacing with fingers to make all
your stitches appaar squal.

Pull end of light lace down tight
Make sure all your stitches appear
saual.

23

Push needie through the last slit as
shown. Bring it up batween the isath-
ers and out between the lacing

a{

Carefully cut off the end of this
lacing. Tap lacing flat with a mallet

Whan you are not lacing complétely
around a project you will begin lacing
by pulling both eolors of lace through
the first slit as shown, The light lace
is shown on the inside in these in-
structions, the dark lace is shown
on the outside. Laave 3" ands. Lay
ends slong the edge of tha leather
and lace over them starting with the
light tece coming from the back and
going inte the second hole in line

Pull the stitch tight, push the needie
with dark leee through cross or bight
formed in step 25. Cantinue lacing
as shown in steps 3. 4. 5, and 6.

When ending, go through lagt slitwith
light lace as shown. Push needis and
dark laca through bight formed by
light lace,

or roll flat with a wooden dowal,

Push needle with dark lace through
the last stit, through front only. Come
up between the leathers and back o

from the front.

Push neadie with light lace through
bight formed by dark isce and pull

the stitch snug,

two color double loop lacing
single thicknass of leather,
begin a8 you did in swep 26,
When ending, fun the two needies
back under the last few stitches on
tha back of the leather.

on a

Push needia with light lace through
jast slit through frant only. Comp
up between the lsathers and back
& stitch.

31

Carefully cut ofl ends of lacing
MNote: Reversa the colors of the lace
in stops 27 through 30 f you and
with dark Isce going through the
last slit first.




APPLIQUE LACING

RECOMMENDED USAGE:

Decorative stitch on balts, purses, wal.
lets, etc. Can slso be used to ovarlay
one piece of leather on another, such
2 2 tooled initial patch on a purse.

Usa 3/32", 1/8" or 3/16" lace with
carrespandingly sized holes or slits

1
Beginning from backside of leather,
pull negedle and lace through firss slit
in top row. Leaveabout 3/4" of lacing
end in slit, then push needle and lace
through sscond slit on bottom row.
Pull stitch snug but not tight.

Lace up through second slit in top
row, latching lacing end under
etiteh on back of laather,

and

Cross over first stitch lace
through first slit on bottom row,
This will form a cross or “bight'.

Lace uwp through third slit on top
again  catching lacing and under
stitch on back of leather,

Push nesdie under cross or bight as
shown,

Pull stitch under bight snug but not
tight. Lace through next slit in bot-
tam raw,

Lace up through next slit in top row,
{second bight formed). Lace undar
sacond bight 2s in step 5.

Lsce through next slit in bottem,
Continue lacing following the sams
procedures as in steps 4, 5, and 6.

Laca until 5 ar 8" of lacing remains.
Lace under two stitches on tha back-
side of leather and trim off excess.
You are now ready to splice in a new
length of lace.

Insert mewly threaded needle up
through next siit in top row, leaving
3/4" of lacing end in slit, Push needle
up through bight as shown and pull
snug but not tight.

1"

Lace through next slit in bottom,
Continue lacing fTollowing the same
procedures as in steps 4, 5, and 6.
Moisten the gouged channels lightly
with a damp sponge, and run ths
stitch tool around the channel on
the front side only. This marks posi-
tion of awl holes to insure even
stitchis

To lace corners with the applique
stitch, set up parallel rows of slits
as shown sbove, with one siit on the
corner of the inside row and four
glits on the outside row, |t |s import-
ant to keep the distance between the
parailel rows of slits the same going
around @ comer as they are when
lacing in a straight line.

13

Lace through I
three inside 1 |
carner slits
twice each l

i

Lace through the three inside corner
slits twice esach and through the four
outside comar slits once each, as
shown.

14

Be suré to go through bight on afl
carner stitches,

I you are lacing completely around a
project, lace to starting peint Use
modeling tool 1o pull end of lace fres
fram first slit as shown,

Pull end of lace out of laop,

Pull end of jace out of second slit in

Pull end of lace out of loop. Enlarge

Pull lsce out of remaining slit from
backside of leather which will leave

bottom row and second st in top.

loop slightly with modeling ool

four empty shits,



on  backside of

gacks! ok

Push boginning lace under twe stitches

then trim off excess lace.

leather. Tightan

‘
%, Lace up through bight than down
Continue lecing until you hove one | Lace through remaining top elit then | through front of loop. Pull slack out
slit left on top row and one shit left | up through back of loop. Do not pull | of lace where it runs through loop
on bottom row, lece tight, and under hight.

equal,

5

Lace down through remaining slit mr.l"'-‘ :
pull tight, sdjusting lace with fingers
to make all your stitches appear

Push neadle under two stitches on
backside of [eather, Pull tight, then
trim off excess lace.

The Art of

Buckstitch

By Al Stohlman

Hand
Sewing
Leather

By Al Stohlman

#1944

See your local Tandy Leather store for these books and more,
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