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INTRODUCTION

How to Use This Book

Good Day! Thank you for joining in the craft of Each project has:

leatherworking. This book is designed to guide you &3 list of tools:
on an enjoyable learning journey. First, you will learn
about leather, then the skills and techniques of

working leather. You will use tools that are designed ® a list of skills you will learn to use;

® drawings for cutting the leather parts;

for leatherworking. The most exciting part of this journey is ® a list of materials and supplies; and

when you start building the projects. There are 11 projects ) . i
) . X i AN B step-by-step instructions with photos.
in all, with suggestions to spark your imagination for

more projects of your own design. At the end of the book, there is a list of resources for

Y g ™ 1 finding more information, tools, supplies, and leather.
The skills you will learn in this book include:

Leather is an extremely versatile craft material, and the
® how to choose leather;

skills of working with it are practical, useful, and fun.
B reading drawings and making patterns;

| hope you enjoy this introductory journey into the
® cutting leather; world of leatherworking.
® punching holes; —Linda Sue Eastman, Winona, Minnesota

E tooling leather;

E setting rivets and snaps; Deacon Sandel and Samuel Niewald appear as models
in this book.

= dyeing leather;
 joining leather with glue and lace; and
= finishing with oil and sealers.

Each project accents a different skill. If you tackle them
in order, you will build your skills to be a successful
leatherworker.

Linda Sue Samuel Niewald Deacon Sandel
Eastman

4 [leathercraft



Note to Adults

This book of kid-tested leatherworking projects and techniques has been
designed to entice, instruct, and entertain children ages 9 to 12. The projects offer
a sequential set of basic leatherworking skills that children can learn without
getting ahead of their neuromuscular development. These skills empower kids

to build a variety of leatherworking items, including gifts and toys they can

actually use,

Every project uses simple hand tools. The discussion on
supplies and tools (Chapters 2 and 3) includes step-
by-step demonstrations with practice exercises.
These skills are used throughout the book.

Acquiring leatherworking skills will enrich kids'
lives, increase their self-confidence and develop
a savvy, can-do attitude toward problem solving.

Parents can work together with their children, but group
leaders and teachers should complete each project before
introducing it to kids. If a group works on the project, kids can double

and triple up on sets of tools. Leaders with a large group and a shortage

of equipment might consider setting up workstations for each operation
and cycling the kids through the stations,

Finally, remember that the best approach in teaching children is to first
demonstrate a task and then supervise as they attempt it themselves.

Let them try new things and make their own mistakes; they can always cut
anather piece of leather. Keep leatherworking a fun and enjoyable experience.
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CHAPTER 1

All About Leather

Leather comes from animals

We use leather to make shoes and coats, belts and bags,

car seats and sofas, and baseball gloves and footballs. It is a
very flexible and versatile material, useful for many different
things. That's because leather can have many different
qualities, depending on how it is finished. It can be soft and
supple like cloth, or stiff and tough like woaod.

It can be smooth like a leather jacket, or hairy like a fur coat.
it can be brown or any color of the rainbow, dull, or as shiny
as a polished shoe.

Leather is made from the outer skins, or "hides,’ of animals.
Most animal hides can be made into leather. The most
common leathers come from farm animals such as cows,
pigs, and sheep. Because so many animals are raised for their
meat for people to eat, lots of hides are available for leather.
The raw hides go from meat processing plants to tanneries
for finishing into leather.

Some leathers come from the farm-raised cousins of wild
animals, such as deer, ostrich, elk, buffalo, crocodile, alligator,
and kangaroo. These leathers are fun and interesting to use.
However, some exotic leathers such as stingray, bullfrog,
shark, lizard, fish, elephant, and snake come from wild
animals. These animals are not farmed, but are hunted

in the wild, and some of them are endangered species.

To help protect the wild animals, it is best not to use the
exotic leathers.

Leathercraft
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Vegetable-tanned leathers are naturally light brown in color.
Some are dyed colors at the tannery (top right). They can be
tooled and stamped, dyed, and formed into shapes.




Play Ball!

Baseball gloves are made from cow leather. Major league
baseballs are covered with two pieces of cow leather stitched
together. You can see the stitching on the outside of the

ball. At one time baseballs were made of horse hide. Little
League baseballs are covered with a composite material
manufactured from leather scraps.

Footballs and soccer balls are stitched together from small
pieces of cow leather, though at one time they were made
from pig skin. The covers are stitched inside-out, so you can't
see the stitching on the outside.

Which side?

The smooth side of a piece of leather was on the outside
of the animal. It is the side that had the hair or fur on it.

It is called the grain side, or top grain. The other side

of the leather, which is not smooth, is called the underside
or the flesh side.

Leather from cows and other large animals is quite thick.

It can be divided into thinner pieces of leather, called splits.

The flesh side of this hair-on cowhide is white and rough.

The strongest split is the top grain. The inner splits are not
as strong.

The smoaoth side of the leather has had the hair removed.
The flesh side is the rough side.
All About Leather 7




Different Types of Common Leather

Vegetable-tanned cowhide

Chrome-tanned cowhide

Hair-on cowhide

Cow Suede

Pig and Lamb suede

Sheep Shearling

Deerskin

Leather Chart

very durable, the only leather
tanned for tooling and carving

durable, light to medium weight,
available in many colors and finishes

durable, comes in the colors of cows
in the fields and also dyed to look like
zebra, tiger and leopard

durable, brushed to a
coarse velvet feel

very soft, form fitting, and
lightweight, brushed to a soft
velvety feel

soft thick wool on soft,
flexible leather

very soft and stretchy, beautiful color
and feel on hoth sides of hide

easy to hard to work depending
on weight (thickness)

easy to work

medium to work because
of its hair and weight

easy to medium to work

easy to work

tricky to work
because of long hair

easy to work

hags, belts, holsters,
doq collars, horse tack

used for all types of leather work

(except tooling) because of
its versatility

rugs, decorative trim

chaps, fringe, moccasins,
pouches. clothing

clothing, linings, trim

clothing, rugs, seats, lining,
decorative accents

clothing, moccasins, small
{personal) leather items, craft
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Cow Leather
Ihe most commonly used leather is the hide of the cow.

Ihat is because a great many cowhides are left over from
Here are both sides
~ ofa cowhide,

“~ Flesh Side

« Grain Side

preparing the cow’s meat to eat. Think of all those steaks,
hamburgers, and hot dogs! Cow leather is very versatile. It
an be made into many different thickness, colors, finishes,
lextures, and strengths. Cowhides are large enough for big
projects like furniture and long coats. One hide can be made
into many, many small items. Most of what you will find at a

leather shop is cowhide.

Pig and Sheep Leather
Pig hides are often made into suede, which has a fuzzy
texture on both sides. The leather is soft and very nice to feel.

Pigs are smaller than cows but their hides are still pretty big.

Sheep hides can be made into two very different leathers. The
suede made from sheep is fine and soft. The hides can also be

tanned with their wool left on. This is called sheep shearling.
Pig suede (above) and
lamb suede (left) are very
soft and supple. They can
be dyed with bright colors,
for making into clothing.

The hair can be trimmed short to just a half-inch long, left
wild and wooly as it was on the animal, or any length in
between. Have you ever snuggled your feet into slippers

lined with sheep shearling? It feels fantastic!

| Sheep leather with the
waol lefton is called
“shearling." This shearling
has been dyed orange.
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Bison and Deer

Leather shops sometimes have the hides of buffalo (bison),
deer, and goats. These are fine leathers. Bison is particularly
tough and good for shoes, and deer is quite strong while
remaining soft and supple, so it’s nice for clothing.

Ostrich leather

Ostrich hide looks unusual because it has bumps with
pinholes in them where the feathers have been. The hides
from ostrich legs are also made into leather that has the
unique look and feel of scales. Most ostriches are farm
raised and are used not only for their leather for clothing
and upholstery but also for their eggs (to eat and to carve
the shells), feathers, and meat. Real ostrich leather is very
expensive, but cowhide that is textured to look and feel like
ostrich is affordable.

10 leathercraft

Bison leatheris tough
and strong.

Deer leather is soft
and supple,

Ostrich leather has
dimples where the
feathers grew.

| Ostrich leg has
2 beautiful scale patterns.



Snakeskin

Western diamondhead rattlesnake is beautifully patterned

e textured. The leather is thin so for strength it must

e backed by another leather. These poisonous rattlesnakes
cre first hunted for the safety of farmers and ranchers.

Ioday they are hunted for their meat and leather, but

wisely, to maintain their population in the wild. The largest

rattlesnake roundup is held every March in Sweetwater,

lvxas. Since the first roundup in 1958, more than 140 tons

ol rattlesnakes have been collected. Wow!

It iv an old story that you can tell how old a rattler is by
counting the number of rattles on its tail. It is only a story. The
(iy sections on the tail show how many times the snake has
thed its skin and that can happen several times every year,
Lome tail sections fall off as the snake wiggles about, too. So
tounting the rattle sections for the snake's age is inaccurate.

Alligator and Crocodile

Aligators are farm raised in Florida, mostly for their leather.

L rocodiles are farm raised in Africa for their leather and meat.
A lorge farm can have as many as 10,000 animals on it. The
tlocs average nine feet long but can grow up to eighteen

loct long. Can you imagine seeing one that big? Alligators are
ot that large. Most are harvested when they are between
toand 7 feet long. The hides of crocodiles and alligators are
toarse and bumpy. In fact, the crocodile’s name comes from
the Greek language, and means “pebble worm!” Crocodile and

alllgator hides are used for dressy shoes and bags.

This snakeskin came from a diamondhead rattler.

Elephant Hide

African elephants are protected animals, just like the
American bald eagle, so they cannot be hunted for sport.
They are protected because too many were hunted for

their ivory tusks. There was great worry they might become
extinct. Animal reserve parks have protected the remaining
animals and now the herds are growing in number. Their
hides are taken when an animal has to be destroyed because
it has threatened crops or injured people in nearby villages.
So elephant leather is rarely available and is very expensive.

Have you ever looked at the elephants at the zoo? Their skin
is very tough and rough, their hair is like wire. And their feet
are gigantic!
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Tahiing Leather® ¢

If you left a raw animal hide out in the sun to dry, it would set Vegetable tanning uses tannic acid from tree bark, leaves,

hard and stiff. Tanning is a chemical process that changes the and nuts. The process leaves the leather dry and flexible, but

raw hides into dry, flexible leather. Hides are tanned in large, when dampened it can be molded into shapes and carved
warm vats. The process is smelly and messy. There are two with patterns that remain when the leather dries again.
basic types of tanning: vegetable and chrome. Each type has Riding saddles are made from vegetable-tanned leather that

advantages and disadvantages, depending on what youwant  has been shaped and tooled, or stamped with patterns and
to make. designs (page 60).

Vegetable-tanned leather is
tan colored and quite stiff. It
can be tooled, softened, and
shaped with water, and is
easy to dye another color,
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Chrome tanning uses metal chromium salts to change
the raw hides into usable leather. Chrome-tanned
leather is very soft and flexible when dried, but it
cannot be wet molded or tooled. It is usually colored
and has a finish put on it at the tannery, so what you
buy is complete and ready for use with no additional
treatment. Leather car seats and furniture are made
from chrome-tanned leather.

Cow suede is split from a thick hide, then brushed to raise its texture.

Suede

Suede is a soft, velvety leather finish we often see in
clothing, gloves, and moccasins. Suede leather has been
brushed to raise its texture. Suede from cows is split leather
cut from the underside of the hide, where the fibers are
loose and easy to brush. Cow split suede is very durable,
which is why moccasins, cowboy chaps, and work gloves
are made from it. Leather from pigs and lambs is thin, so the
top grain, the outer side of the hide, is brushed to create the
suede. Pig and lamb suede is known for its beautiful look
and feel; it is used for decoration and fashion clothing.

Chrome-tanned leather is soft and supple. It's dyed millions of colors
at the tannery. It can't be tooled.
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Parts of the Hide

Most full cowhides are cut in half down the back to make two
sides of leather, The back edge of the side, called the bend, is
the thickest and firmest part of the side and has the fewest
blemishes (or beauty marks!). Use it when you want durability
with little stretch in your project, a belt for example. The
middle and the neck are more bendable and flexible. This
area can be used for any type of project depending on the
weight you choose. Then as you move down toward the
belly, the leather becomes softer and can be quite loose and
stretchy. The belly is nice for small items and because it is the
least expensive part of the hide it is good leather to use for
practice work.

Middle

14 leagthercraft

This hide came from a small-sized cow.

A complete cowhide usually is cut into two pieces,
called sides, along the backbone, or bend, where
the hair changes direction.



Leather Weight and Thickness

The main thing you'll want to know about cow leather is its
thickness, but it is sold by weight per square foot. Weight and
thickness actually amount to the same thing: each ounce of
leather weight equals /s4 inch in thickness, per square foot.
lanneries try very hard to make each piece of leather uniform
in thickness and weight, but some variation always will
happen. So when you look for leather you will see it marked
by two numbers telling you the lighter and heavier weight,
such as 6/7 oz. This means a square foot of the leather will
weigh between 6 and 7 ounces, so it will be at least % (or
‘/32) inch thick, but no more than s inch thick.

Leather Weight and Thickness Chart

2oz
30z
4 0z.
50z
6oz
Joz.

8oz

90z,

10 oz

;?54“

1"’]6
foa
3-'{12"
?J,“
Yy

g;M“

5
"32

All About Leather

15



‘How Much Leather to Buy?

The biggest piece of leather you can buy is a side, averaging
22 to 25 square feet. That is a lot of leather. You also can
purchase smaller leather pieces in sizes from which you

can make a few projects. Leather stores sell bags of scrap
leather that are just smaller pieces of good leather left over
from larger projects. Some of the scraps will be enough for
many of the projects in this book, and they are excellent for
practicing techniques.

Deciding how much leather to buy can be tricky because
animal hides come in animal sizes and shapes. A cow side
looks like the outline of the United States, a snake or ostrich
leg hide is long and skinny.

Kids can make many small projects from leather scraps such as these.

16 Lleathercraft

To know how much leather to buy, you need to look at the

size of your project’s parts and compare them to the shape
of the leather. A hide costs less per square foot but it is very
big and you will have more scrap because of its odd shape.
Pieces already cut from hides may cost more per square foot
but you will have less scrap, so they may be the better deal.
The rule of thumb is to figure the area you need and then
add on 15 percent for waste scraps. Each project in this book
will guide you on how much leather to buy, of what type and
weight. If you can, it is best to compare your pattern parts

to the leather before you buy it.




Marks and Brands

Because leather comes from nature it has its own beautiful
markings. There are stretch marks, wrinkles, color variations,
and fat wrinkles from the growth and movement of the
animal. Some markings happen to the animal’s hide during
its life, such as insect bites, scratches, and brand marks. The
variations in markings and textures give each piece of leather
unique character. The markings do not affect the use of the
leather. You can include them in the design of your project.
Most people consider markings part of the beauty of the
material-they are what makes leather so interesting.

The top two photos are from a vegetable-tanned cowhide
that has not been colored or had a finish applied. This is how
the leather will look when you buy it.

The fat wrinkles are from where the animal is heavy and
has fat deposits that pull on the hide, Just as our skin has
variations so does animal leather have small color changes
that can be beautiful.

Ranchers brand their cattle because they roam land with
cattle belonging to other ranchers. At roundup time, the
ranchers can tell by the brands who owns each cow.

Fat wrinkles

Discoloration

Brand marks

All About Leather
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Choosing Leather

When selecting your leather you need to decide
what qualities you want for the project you are
making. Think about how your project will be used
and who will use it. Pick your leather for how strong
it will be-thick leather is strong and firm, but it's
also difficult to cut and sew. Thin leather is flexible
and easy to sew, but might not be strong or firm
enough for your project. Decide if you will want

to tool or carve the leather, because to do so, you
will need vegetable-tanned leather. Know if your
project will be used outside or indoors because
that will determine what kind of finish you apply.

A finish for outdoors should be waterproof and
weatherproof. A finish for clothing should be nice
to feel and comfortable to wear. Upholstery leather
should be water resistant and comfortable to sit on.
Sometimes the best finish is no finish at all, like the

wallet project on page 108.

18 leathercraft

A leather-working shop has many kinds of leather in sides and rolls, stored

on shelves like this,

The box, page 84, is made from 4/5 oz.

vegetable-tanned leather that has been dyed green.



gt HaY s

Ihis tooled wallet, page 108, is made from lightweight 2/3 oz.
vegetable-tanned leather.

This laced moccasin, page 93, is made from cow suede.
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CHAPTER 2
Leatherworking Supplies

Leatherworkers use such supplies as glue, thread, laces, dye, You can collect some supplies from around your house. Clean
wax, and leather finishes. The supplies are not expensive, and and re-use empty plastic food containers from the kitchen.
small leather projects use small amounts. For rags, old T-shirts and gym socks are great because they

The supplies shown here are what you will need for the are absorbent and soft, Rags from old blue jeans have just the

projects in this book. Not all are needed for every project, right firmness to polish leather edges. Plastic shopping bags

so look at each project’s supply list when you are planning are great to spread under messy dying and gluing jobs.

to make it.
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Gluing

Iwo different glues are commonly used in
leather working. What is special about both
leather glues is, they stay flexible after drying.
Ihat is important, because flexible glue will

bend and not crack when your leather bends.

Glue alone is not strong enough to make a
seam in leather. You can glue seams together
to hold them until you sew, lace, or rivet

the seam for strength. Glue alone has good
itrength when you are gluing twe large
surfaces together, for a lined book cover

project or for the back of a mousepad.
Ihe two different glues are:
i water-based flexible glue, and

# contact cement.

Water-based flexible glue can be bought at leather
working suppliers or fabric and craft stores. The glue it 4 : o o A

MR i ks 0 gy
Kaa o rvems i i, !,

'

(AT

looks white when it is wet, so nice because you can see

B, St 4 ..\

where it is {even the misplaced drips!) but then it dries

clear. For this book's projects, flexible glue is the best glue

to use because it has good strength, is easy ta clean up, and The large container in the background is contact cement. The
other bottles contain flexible, water-based glues. They can be
spread with a small brush,

is user friendly.

You could use contact cement where the glue joint needs
great strength and also needs to be waterproof. Brush it onto
both surfaces to be glued, then leave it alone to dry before
you put the pieces together. Contact cement is a chemical
ulue with a strong odor and must be used outdoors orina

well-ventilated area. It is best reserved for special uses.

Leatherworking Supplies

21




Ski“S: GIUing Leather Together Flex glue works by sticking the fuzzy

leather fibers together, but it will not
stick well on smooth surfaces. If a glue
dab dries on your fingers you can just
peel it off like a little bit of rubber. Flex
glue dries quickly so you can gently
work with your piece again in about
fifteen minutes.

Prepare your workspace by moving

extra tools and leather to the side and
wiping clean your work surface. Lay

down a piece of plastic to protect your

Squeeze the Glue Spread the Glue worktable-an old shopping bag will
Squeeze a bead of white leather glue onto Use your fingertip or a small brush to do. Then put your glue, brush, and

one surface of the leather. Squeeze the glue spréad the glue, Cover all of the space =S

all around the area you want to join, you want to stick together. It's easy to see leather within easy reach. Have a damp

where the white glue is, sponge ready to clean up spills.

e o Ty
el

O (/

Press the Glue-Up Weight the Seam Clamp the Seam

Put the two pieces of leather together, When you are gluing large areas together, To held glued seams together while they
use a stack of old magazines to press the dry you can use binder clips as clamps-
leather until it dries. they provide all the pressure you need.
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Sewing and Lacing

After gluing leather seams together, it is best
to sew, lace, or rivet them for strength.
Sewing and lacing have very different

looks. Sewing has a neat, uniform look that

is nice for smaller items, while lacing looks
rugged and is great for things such as the
suede moccasins. There are different kinds of

needles for sewing and lacing. Whether you are

sewing or lacing, the first step is punching holes in
the leather for the needle to pass through (page 46).

Plastic lace, top left, is flat and smooth. Leather laces, right, are thick and rough. Waxed
sewing threads, center, comes in small and large spools. Each kind of thread and lace
requires its own kind of needle.

When you whip stitch with latigo lacing, you wrap the lacing
over the edges of the pieces.

When you sew leather, you push the
needle through both pieces, down
from the top, up from the bottom.

Leatherworking Supplies



Needles and Thread for Sewing

For sewing with thread, we use hand-stitching needles. They
have an extra large eye so they are easy to thread with heavy
leather-working threads. They have a blunt peint to help guide
the needle into punched sewing holes,

For sewing it is best to use waxed thread. The wax helps the
thread to stay smooth and slide through the sewing holes.
The wax also protects the thread from wear and moisture,
You can buy pre-waxed thread, or you can wax your own.
The traditional wax is beeswax. It is a golden color and smells
like honey. Modern waxes are white and a little harder than

beeswax. Either kind works well.

Hand-stitching needles for leather have a large eye and a blunt point.

Skills: Waxing Thread

Some sewing thread comes already
waxed, other threads should be
waxed before you sew with them.

‘Wax the Thread

Use beeswax to prepare thread for sewing.
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Cover the Thread :
To wax your thread, pull a length of it across
the beeswax block. Do it several times to
cover the thread with wax.



Skills: Tying the Knot

Tie a square knot to end a seam or to
join two pieces of waxed thread. The
waxed thread likes to stick to itself,
which helps you tie tight knots.

Overhand Knot : ~ PullTight
Make an overhand knot using : Pull the knot tight.
waxed thread.

ot e b
Another Knot Pull Tight
Make a second knot on top of the first, Pull the knot tight.

Colored Thread

If you want to put a bit of color
in your project you can use
cotton embroidery thread, \

It comes in a rainbow of colors. R e
Wax two strands of the thread g " o
together for strength. The soft K : ; /
beeswax helps the strands B i
stick together. Embroidery thread can be used to sew leather seams.
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Needles for Lacing

Flat lacing can be made of plastic or smooth leather. Both
slide nicely through the punched holes. You can decide

which to use by how you want your project to look. For
thin flat lacing, we use the lok-eye needle. For heavier
lacing, as used for the moccasin project (page 93}, we use
the screw-eye needle. This heavier lacing, called latigo
lacing, is usually made of a brushed leather so it has
a nap or fuzzy sueded look.

Screw eye needle for latigo lace ————

Lok-eye needle with flat lace £

Helpful Hint:

Your fingers will become sore when sewing and lacing. You
can protect them by putting band aids on your finger tips
before you start to work. /

-
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Skills: Threading the Lok-Eye Needle

lhe lok-eye needle has a small prong that sticks
into the lace to hold it; then you thread the lace
through the eye. Loading a lok-eye needle is

casiest to do with a buddy.

Lok-eye needle Open Slot
Gently bend the needle to open the
prong slot and fit the end of the lace
onto the prong.

——/

i e s

Lock the Lace FreeEnd Press Flat

Lot the needle close so the little prong Thread the free end of the lace through Press the lace flat against the needle and
can stab into the lace and lock it in. the eye and pull it tight. it should be held tight.
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Skills: Threading the Screw Needle
The screw needle is very unusual because it has no eye for

the lace. Instead it has a hole in the end with screw threads

inside, so you can twist the needle onto the lacing.

PR P _.11!‘5 33 PEa -
Cuta Point Feed the Needle Twist Needle :
Use the utility knife to cut a sharp point Feed the pointed lacing into the hole Hold the lace tight and very close to its
on the fat lacing. inthe end of the needle, point, and twist the needle onto it. It is just

like turning a nut onto a bolt.
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Eyelets, {left), rivets (center}, and snaps are packaged
with the necessary setting tool and anvil you will need to

MEta I Fa StenerS install them in holes punched through the leather.

Besides sewing and lacing, metal fasteners offer another way
to join the parts of leather projects. We use three different
kinds of metal fasteners:

B Eyelets, to make a strong hole
® Rivets, to permanently join two pieces of leather
B Snaps, which can be opened and closed

When we install a metal fastener, we say we have set it.
Metal fasteners usually are sold along with the necessary
setting tools (page 56). The metal fasteners fit into holes you
punch in the leather. The skills of making holes and installing
fasteners are covered on pages 57 through 59.
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Casing

Casing is wetting vegetable-tanned leather to soften it. Metal can cause stains on leather. Remember the plastic
Vegetable-tanned leather is the anly leather you can stamp containers you collected from the kitchen? Use one
with tools to make pattern impressions, or groove with a of them.

swivel knife, after it has been cased.

For casing you need two things:
B a sponge of any kind,

® a container that is not metal,

Skills: Casing Leather

The trick with casing the leather is to get it a little damp, then wait while
the leather absorbs the water and becomes almost dry again. Leather that
is too dry is hard and you will not be able to make a clean fold nor make
deep stamping impressions. On leather that is too wet, the impressions will
swell back up and disappear. With practice you will get it just right.

Casing the leather means wetting it with a sponge so it
can be tooled or folded,

Wet the Sponge Wet the Leather
Wet your casing sponge, then squeeze out When you first touch the leather with the
as much water as you can from it. You want sponge you will see it darkens with the

the sponge to be just damp, not overly wet. water. That is fine! Wet the whole piece of
leather. If you wet only part and then stop,
you will cause a stain.
30 [leathercraft

Wait

Now wait for the water to be absorbed into
the leather. When the leather has returned
to its natural color it is ready to work with.

















































































































































































































































































