
Slim Briefcase

Materials: 

3-4 oz leather, with firm temper. Probably 5 would work as well but it is somewhat of an 
overkill for this design. I used QTan Bridle 3 oz (by Thoroughbred).
Waxed thread around 0.8mm thick, that’s more of your own choice, that is what I use.

Hardware:

2 x 1” buckles
Rivets

Tools:

Scissors, knife (paper knife or rotary cutter would also work).
Stitching irons: my pattern is made for 5mm stitching irons (5 stitches per inch). If you
are willing to use any other size please make sure that the hole count is the same where
it has to be the same: the pocket seams, the vertical seams, the bottom and both front and 
back panels.
Needles - according to your thread size, a pair of saddle needles.
Mallet, rivet setter, hole puncher.

Instructions:

Print the pattern at actual size (100%). Use the reference on top of each page to make
sure everything is printed correctly. Join the pages together. Cut out the pieces.

Sew the body and the flap together. You can cut it out as one single piece, aligning the
flap and body pattern pieces at the stitching lines.  

Attach the handle with the rivets.

Make the strap keepers, assemble the buckles, rivet them on the front of the body piece.
Stitch the straps onto the body, set the top rivets on the back. Sew the flap keepers on the 
flap.

Sew the body and gussets together. This is an overlapping seam which is a little bit 
slower but it looks good. In the seam the body layer goes on top of the gusset layer. 

Sew the handle wrap with the baseball stitch (can be X-stitch or parallel stitch, that’s up 
to you!) You have to sew it right on the handle :)

Pass the closure straps over the handle and through the flap keepers. 

Any questions or comments, e-mail me: lissius@gmail.com.

Join our Karlova Leatherwork Patterns Group on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/groups/karlovadesign
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STRAP KEEPER X2

HANDLE WRAP

Width can vary slightly depending on the thickness
of your leather. Make your measurement before
cutting this one out.

FLAP KEEPER X2

GUSSET X2

The designs, instructions and patterns are only intended for personal 
use by sewing hobbyists. All industrial use is prohibited. The materi-
als, including the photographs, drawings, instructions, articles and 
patterns, are protected by copyright laws and the right of reproducing 
them by any means or in any form is exclusively reserved for the 
copyright holder. The copying of the material onto a device that can be 
used for duplicating it is also regarded as reproduction. Copyright © 
Marina Karlova. All rights reserved.

You can sell the items you create using this pattern but I would kindly 
ask you to buy the pattern again for every 10 items you sell, this is a 
way for me to get my royalties.

NOTICE FOR RUSSIAN SPEAKING CRAFTERS
Мы с вами коллеги, поэтому давайте уважать друг друга. 
Пожалуйста, не нужно заниматься пиратством. Выкройки стоят не 
так уж дорого, и благодаря их продажам мы, дизайнеры, можем 
кушать, оплачивать счета и продолжать создавать для вас новые 
дизайны. Если эта выкройка попала к вам откуда-то еще, кроме как 
из моего магазина, пожалуйста, свяжитесь со мной и поделитесь 
информацией о том, где и как она распространяется. 


